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1. About Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation  

 

1.1. Introduction 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation is a non-profit organisation (NPO), based in Gauteng, 

South Africa, which facilitates the rescue, rehabilitation and rehoming of Bull Terrier dogs 

countrywide. 

 

After many years of serving animals in need through working for the SPCA in Vereeniging, Dania 

Skone realised the dire position South African Bull Terriers were in. Bull Terriers have been vilified 

through the misconception of the breed’s requirements, their need for stimulation, play and to be part 

of a family unit. Often misunderstood, mostly neglected or just abandoned, many were put to death 

due to their very nature and because of their breed.   

 

The Northern Free State Bull Terrier Club recognised Dania Skone’s work in the rehabilitation field 

with Bull Terriers and invited her to head up Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue. Through her unrelenting 

efforts to help Bull Terriers in need, the organization was founded in 2012. During 2015, the necessity 

to become a separate entity became evident, and thus Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation 

is now a stand-alone NPO.  

 

Dania Skone is a qualified behaviourist, with a diploma in Advanced Canine Behaviour from the 

Ethology Academy.  She is also an associate member of ABC of SA (Animal Behaviour Consultants of 

South Africa). 
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1.2. Our Mission Statement 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation’s mission is to rescue Bull Terriers from neglectful 

circumstances, taking in strays in need of safe harbour, providing the necessary veterinary care and 

rehoming them to suitable, experienced homes. We endeavour to network dogs in kill shelters 

through social media, to attempt to help as many dogs as possible, even when not in our care. Adora-

Bull also assists Bull Terrier owners, who need to rehome their dogs, in a safe and responsible way.  

 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation maintains a vision of ending euthanasia of adoptable 

dogs of the Bull Terrier breed by increasing public awareness, providing relevant information and 

facilitating training for as many families during the adoption process as possible. 

 

We do not condone breeding or the selling of any dogs for profit. In a world where there is already 

many animals in need, and that are being euthanized due to lack of good homes etc., the breeding of 

more unwanted litters is a matter Adora-Bull is very serious about fighting against.  

 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation relies solely on the generosity and goodwill of our 

volunteers and members of the public, who are as passionate about the Bull Terrier breed as we are.  

They play an essential role in helping us rescue them, fight for their right to live and give them a 

second chance at a happy life with a family, which they all deserve. 

 

1.3. What Rescue is all about 

Rescue is defined as meaning to free from confinement, danger, or evil, save, and deliver, including:  

 

• To take (an abused, neglected or any animal in harm’s way) from custody; 

• To recover (an abused, neglected or any animal in harm’s way), and 

• To deliver (an abused, neglected or any animal in harm’s way).  

 

When you’ve looked in the eyes of a dumped, abandoned or abused animal and all that you have 

wanted to do is erase all their hurt and pain, while at the same time wanting to hurt the human 

responsible for causing it, you might be an animal rescuer.  

 

1.4. Misconceptions about Rescue Bull Terriers 

There are a lot of rumours and myths surrounding rescue dogs, especially Bull Terriers, and they 

may prevent people from adopting. People want to be sure when welcoming a new family member, 

and seeing all these false facts about dogs from rescues can make them vary from opting for a rescue 

dog. We get that. But the problem is that these are mostly just myths! Rescue dogs are as much worthy 

of adoption and as lovely as their luckier fellows whose fate wasn’t to end up in a rescue. We’re here 

to clear up some of the popular misconceptions and show you why bringing home a rescue dog may 

be the right choice for you. 

• Bull Terriers end up in a shelter because of behaviour problems. There are many reasons 

why Bull Terriers end up at our rescue. Perhaps the owner died or moved somewhere that 

wouldn’t allow pets. It could have been a stray or born on the streets when it was found and 
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brought in. Or perhaps the previous owner just didn’t have the time or patience to dedicate to 

a dog. Real behavioural issues usually make up a small portion of rescue Bull Terriers in our 

rescue, and it won’t ever be concealed issue. Bull Terriers with behavioural issues won’t be 

adoptable in the first place. We will always work with them first, and rehabilitate them. Those 

who need a bit of help with their behaviour, for example, dogs with separation anxiety will 

only be offered to experienced adopters. In the meantime, a lot of the Bull Terriers at our 

rescue work with volunteers and team members to help them become perfect pets before 

going to a new home. 

• There are no purebred Bull Terriers in rescue. You’ll find that half of rescue Bull Terriers are 

purebred. Unfortunately, many people don’t inform themselves about a certain breed before 

buying so a good percentage of purebred Bull Terriers get abandoned after they realize they 

are not a good fit.  

• Rescue Bull Terriers are unhealthy and sick. Again, another untruth. Bull Terriers that are 

taken in by Adora-Bull are given a complete health exam by a veterinarian before being put 

up for adoption. If a Bull Terrier does have any medical problems, you’ll be told about them 

upfront. It’s not the goal of Adora-Bull to profit on our Bull Terriers, so we won’t try and deceive 

you, like dubious pet stores or puppy mills would. Our interest is to place our Bull Terriers in 

homes where they would thrive, and that’s certainly not possible if they conceal an underlying 

medical issue.  

• Abused rescue Bull Terriers don’t make good pets. People who think this are sorely mistaken. 

A Bull Terrier that’s been abused has so much love to give. When they realize they are safe in 

their new home, they will blossom and the depth of their affection will blow you away. These 

Bull Terriers can make a full emotional recovery in the right home, as long as you provide the 

right care and attention. In fact, an abused Bull Terrier is so happy to be rescued you’ll find 

that your new companion is much more attached and loyal to you and your family. After 

suffering at the hands of people who were cruel, rescue Bull Terriers know how to appreciate 

kindness and love even more than you’d expect. Truly, there’s nothing like the love and 

devotion that a rescue Bull Terrier gives you. They are thankful with every fibre of their being 

and will not be shy about showing it. 

• Rescue Bull terriers aren’t loyal to their new owners. Dogs are known for their undying loyalty 

and endless love, and rescue Bull Terriers are no exception. Regardless of their upbringing, 

many just want a patient and loving human to gain their trust and love them as they deserve. 

• You can’t teach an old dog new tricks. That’s the biggest misconception out there! For ages, 

people have been spreading false information about how only puppies can be fully trained 

and that dogs that have a few years behind them are somehow unable to grow, learn, or adapt. 

That’s simply not true. Older Bull Terriers will impress you with their ability to learn as they 

are incredibly adaptable. A senior or an adult Bull Terrier will be eager to please you same as 

a puppy would, more in fact. All they need is some guidance, patience, love and leadership 

from you. Once they have that, prepare to be amazed at how fast your Bull Terrier picks up 

new habits and tricks. It’s really all about you. If you have the patience and the skills to teach 

your new Bull Terrier manners, they are definitely more than able to pick up on it. Age is just 

a number in this case! 
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1.5. Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue Cases – Before and After 

Here are some of our most heart breaking cases that Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue were involved in. In 

most of these cases there were little to no hope that they would survive. But through determination, 

proper medical treatment, care and love they not only survived, they now have loving families and 

are leading extraordinary lives. 

 

Heidi, rescued September 2014: 

Found crawling, half dead along the street in Heidelberg. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

     
 

Monty, rescued April 2015: 

Found by bikers, neglected, starved and covered in mange. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

       
 

Hope, rescued June 2015: 

Found neglected and covered in mange. 

Before        After – happily adopted 
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Polly, rescued January 2016: 

Found on a rubbish dump site in Krugersdorp, worst case of mange seen. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

      
 

Danny, rescued April 2016: 

Found neglected, starved and full of mange in Danville. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

     
 

Tiger, rescued June 2016: 

Found neglected and full of mange. Passed on several times to different homes. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 

 

Page 7 of 38 

  

Cody, rescued August 2016: 

Found starved, half dead in a ditch in Pretoria North. Was used as a bait dog in dog fighting. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

      
 

Bella B, rescued July 2017: 

Found starved in a veld. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

       
 

Duke, rescued September 2017: 

Found neglected and beaten. 

Before        After – happily adopted 
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Onyx, rescued December 2017: 

Found with severe wounds and a hole in his thorax. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

         
 

Reese, December 2017: 

Found with his throat slit at a junk yard. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

          
 

Blossom, rescued December 2017: 

Found starved and abandoned in a veld.  Used for breeding until she could not produce anymore. 

Before        After – placed in foster care. Passed away sadly. 
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Joey, rescued July 2018: 

Found neglected and full of mange. Surrendered. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

       
 

George, rescued July 2018: 

Found malnourished with mange, and weighing 11kgs. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

     
 

Carlun, rescued January 2019: 

Found malnourished and weighing 11kgs. Surrendered. 

Before        After – happily adopted 
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Angel, rescued November 2019: 

Found malnourished and burnt with boiling water. Surrendered. 

Before        After – up for adoption 

      
 

Blade, rescued March 2020: 

Found as a stray, attacked by other dogs, badly wounded. 

Before        After – happily adopted 

      
 

Zorro, rescued May 2020: 

Found by Afripaw malnourished and weighing less than 10kgs. Surrendered to Adora-Bull 

Before        After – currently in our care to recuperate 
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Stanley, rescued Jan 2021 

Found in a township, defeated, emaciated, riddled with worms, and worst of all, with burn wounds 

across 70% of his body 

Before        After – happily adopted 

     
 

Badger, rescued Jan 2021 

Surrendered to Adora-Bull with almost no hair on his body. 5 Months old, suffering from severe 

mange. Easily corrected with proper Vet care 

Before        After – happily adopted 

     
 

Lastly, our little warrior, Angel, rescued September 2017: 

Owner wanted to kill her for being disabled. She has no use of her front legs 

Before        After – placed in foster care with Dania. 
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1.6. Let it Rain 

The sad reality is that there are some that reach us too late. Our team dedicate their lives, their time, 

their love and compassion to the Bull Terrier breed and cannot comprehend how anyone can let 

these amazing dogs suffer. Meet Rain 

Rain was found alone, bewildered, defeated, a Bull Terrier who knew she had lost her battle... 

weighing less than 10kg, neglected, starved, an ear infection so severe her hearing had completely 

gone, and just as we found her, we received the worst news of all... her lungs were full of cancer 

 

   
 

Rains time with us was so short but she put a face to the many forgotten dogs who need us. 1st of 

September will be known to our rescue as Rain Day. A day to remind us of our purpose and duty. 

Goodbye darling girl, Thank you for allowing us to afford you one last kindness. The greatest act of 

love.  

Rest gently and wait for us, renewed and whole. 

We loved you... you mattered!! 

 

1.7. Adora-Bull and Medical Care Provided 

All Bull Terriers in our care are vaccinated, micro-chipped and sterilised prior to rehoming. Our 

Rescue Centre care does not end here. In the past there have been Bull Terriers that were in need of 

physiotherapy, hydro-therapy and even prosthetic enhancements to help them walk. 

 

We have a wonderful network of veterinarians and service providers that are very kind to us and 

our Bull Terriers. They supply a service to us at rescue rates, and sometimes do not charge at all. 

 

Adora-Bull also believes in paying forward and giving back to families in need.  There have been 

numerous cases where we have provided and paid for vet care to families who were unable to afford 

it.  
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2. A Day in the Life of Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation 

 

2.1. Introduction 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation is a breed specific rescue, specialising in the rescue, 

rehab and rehoming of Bull Terriers. The Bull Terrier itself is a breed in a category all by itself and 

for this reason we run our rescue a bit differently. We specialize in their capabilities and needs 

around the clock. Our dogs are the first priority and with a small, dedicated team of committee 

members and volunteers. Our time and resources are extremely limited. 

 

What makes Adora-Bull different to that of other rescues and their kennel environments? As a 

rescue we constantly promote and emphasize that Bull Terriers need structure, routine and 

exercise. 

 

How do we accomplish this? Every day for the last 9 years, Dania Skone and her sister, Claire Louise 

Horne, unlocked the rescue gates at 8 am. Every morning they walk past each kennel to ensure that 

the dogs have had a good night’s rest. Once satisfied they collect their leashes and start with a very 

basic and standard routine – walking dogs. 

 

Depending on the dog, a walk can take between 10 to 15 min each. During this time the kennel is 

cleaned, water bowls are washed and refilled. Bedding gets checked and replaced. Once all the dogs 

have had a good long stroll, and breakfast is served. This is followed by the “cookie run”, where each 

and every dog receives a treat, no exceptions. After that, it is then time to attend to the old, sick and 

scared newcomers.  

 

Dania and Claire do this 7 days a week, winter, summer, hot, cold, rain or hail. Only once the kennel 

rounds are done at about 10:30 am, they can grab a cup of coffee and tackle the admin. This involves, 

for example, going through adoption applications, emails, returning phone calls, Facebook messages 

and networking. 

 

If by chance there is a Bull Terrier in rehab, it means vet runs, therapy of some sort, trips up and 

down ensure he/she is coping and settling in. Elements such as thunderstorms, an unexpected 

snake, a tree falling or a Bull Terrier suddenly collapsing can derail an entire day’s planning.  

 

The afternoon shift is slightly different. At 4:00 pm, the evening feed starts. Water bowls are checked, 

dinner is served, and yes, the “cookie run”! In winter each Bullies’ bedding is checked and they are 

dressed in winter jerseys to ensure they are protected against the cold during the evening. In 

summer the splash pools are kept full, shade nets checked and the dogs are kept hydrated. This all 

is done by these two remarkable ladies.  
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Weekends are no different, except for the fact that we also have a small re-homing team, who facilitate 

‘meet and greets’ between adoptable dogs and potential families. This team dedicates most of their 

time over weekends travelling great distances to ensure dogs are successfully rehomed and/or 

settled in. No road is too long or home too far for us. 

 

Dania and Claire never take a day off, go on holiday or spoil themselves. On more than one occasion 

they have put the dogs before their own kids. These two ladies crawl into kennels with the Bull 

Terriers, hold and love them, also reassuring them when they are in pain, and cry while an old soul 

crosses the rainbow bridge. They patiently work with the broken souls and speak loving and gentle 

words into their ears, and when adopted, goodbyes are followed with silent tears of happiness. 

 

Adora-Bull is lucky to have two dedicated kennel hands that are highly passionate about our Bull 

Terriers. They are the behind the scene heroes that clean after the dogs, fix their kennels and take 

care of the property. 
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3. The Bull Terriers Side 

 

3.1. Is a Bull Terrier the Right Dog for You? 

Among the most comical and mischievous citizens of dogdom, the Bull Terrier is playful and 

endearing, sometimes stubborn, but always devoted. These unique “eggheads” are exuberant, 

muscular companions who thrive on affection and exercise. 

 

A Bull Terrier has been likened to a mischievous three-year-old child in a fur coat but with the 

constitution of an armoured tank. The breed is officially described as “obstinate” although “particularly 

good with people” and “of even temperament and amenable to discipline.” They love people 

unconditionally, even vets, and absolutely adore children. They believe that owners exist entirely to 

be company for them, to be sat on, to share the settee with, to be played with, or to be walked with. 

Physical contact whenever possible is a prime objective. Children are for playing, cuddling, and if 

necessary, watching over. Bull Terriers may seem all rough and tumble on the outside but when 

you've shared your life with some, you realise how terribly sweet and sensitive they can be. Bull 

Terriers are intelligent and think for themselves. Cunningly, they pretend to be stupid, unable to 

understand the simplest of instructions, to get their own way.  

 

It’s not a breed that is willing to take the backseat to anything or anyone. They are feisty and friendly 

extroverts, always more than ready for a great time. They are always happy to see their owners, 

forming very strong bonds with them. They love to be with people and want to be part of every family 

activity. 

 

They are above all loyal, loving clowns that are ideal companions for a family with an active life style. 

There are no weight or height limits in this breed, so they greatly vary in size - from about 20kgs to 

35kgs. The average male is about 7-9kg heavier than the average female. 

 

Bull Terriers have two characteristics which are unique to the breed. The first is that they ‘trance’ 

(or ‘ghost walk’ or ‘weed walk’). Trancing mode is turned on by walking under something that tickles 

the dog’s back. The dog’s eyes glaze and any movement is in ultra-slow motion. It almost looks as 

though it is stalking prey whilst sleep walking. In sharp contrast, the second unique activity takes 

place at top speed. It is variously called ‘freaking’, a ‘mad five’ or in the USA, ‘huckle-butting’: the dog 

suddenly takes off at full speed and sprints all over the house, round rooms, in and out of furniture, 

often in a figure of eight.  

 

The best ‘freaks’ involve going at full speed, first towards a wall/door/piece of furniture, and then at 

the last minute doing a half turn to slam sideways into the obstacle, bouncing off it and then 

continuing at full speed. This activity usually last for two or three minutes only, though it can be 

triggered or prolonged with a little encouragement. Freaking is an effective way of removing the legs 

from delicate antiques or denting the fridge door.  
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During these displays all humans should remain perfectly still - the dog will aim to miss them. 

Similarly, when sprinting in the garden a Bull Terrier considers it funny to run at full speed straight 

for you, then at the last second swerve to miss. It is extremely important for their humans not to lose 

their nerve and try to side step - going the wrong way will result in some much-bruised legs! 

 

When nothing interesting is happening a Bull Terrier becomes a couch potato, snoring, with eyes 

tight shut. Calling the dog’s name will usually bring no response, although the slight rustle of a sweet 

paper or bounce of a ball will produce an instant eruption. 

 

Though most Bull Terriers are friendly with other dogs they can be territorial and resent the 

intrusion of other dogs on ‘their’ patch. 

 

A Bull Terrier is a never-ending source of amazement, frustration and love. Scratch its head to 

produce that unique snorting purr, a real smile and shining eyes, but they are not for everyone.  They 

are special dogs for special people - people who have stamina, even more determination than the Bull 

Terrier, and who can give them the time and attention they crave. 

 

Are you going to make a good owner, with a well-trained dog which walks to heel, listens to your every 

word and is eager to obey? You are? Then look at obtaining another breed, as a Bull Terrier will 

frustrate all your good intentions. 

 

3.2. A Word from a Bull Terrier 

To my human.... 

 

Please set me up to succeed: 

Respect and understand I was never meant to be a social butterfly around other animals. I am clever 

and keen to learn. I respond well to gentle and positive training methods. Learn and educate yourself 

about who I am. Please don’t put me in risky situations, make responsible choices on my behalf. I am 

100% dependent on you to keep me safe and protected! 

 

My breed is in trouble because of irresponsible/unsuitable owners, be the change we so desperately 

need. Embrace me for who I am, I respect every human that does their homework and acknowledge 

that I am more dog than most people can handle; make sure I am truly the one before you pick me. 

 

Love – The Bull Terrier (Judy Meyers) 
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4. Bull Terriers and Children 

 

4.1. Introduction 

Are Bull Terriers Good with Kids? This is a popular question we receive from first time owners or 

people unfamiliar with the breed. Like many canine breeds, the temperament of a dog depends a lot 

on how it was socialized from the time it was a puppy. It wouldn't be advised to put any child around 

a dog that wasn't well socialized with other people or other children. Kids have a tendency to 

sometimes tease or provoke a dog without even knowing they're doing so. How well a dog tolerates a 

behaviour like this, depends a lot on how that dog was raised and socialized.  

 

Bull Terriers that have been raised properly around children make wonderful pets and are as kind 

hearted as can be. Bull Terriers love children and could not ask for a better play mate!  

 

That being said, we are dealing with rescue Bull Terriers here. Most of the time we do not know their 

history and background. Our behaviourists do properly assess the dogs by observing them for 

themselves, and spending time with them. We will NEVER place a Bull Terrier in a home if we are 

not 100% sure it can work. We will never set a dog up to fail, but the new owners must also do their 

part and follow our guidelines. Although a lot that is mentioned here is also mentioned in the 

accompanying document “I Got a Adora-Bull Rescue, Now What?” it is important to take extra note 

when you have children in your house! 

 

Remember, although you are doing an amazing deed by rescuing, you are inviting a virtual stranger 

into your house! This stranger has no idea what the rules and boundaries are, so it is important to 

teach them, and also make sure that all present in your home also follow the same rules and 

boundaries.  

 

It is up to parents to lay down the ‘do’s and don’ts’! Unfortunately, so often the child’s lack of knowledge 

has led not only to instances where the dog was frightened, it has led to a totally unnecessary bite or 

nip, and the poor dog being blamed for lack of human parenting skills. This could even result in a dog 

being re-homed or heavens forbid, euthanized! 

 

The most important rules is that under no circumstances are smaller children and dogs ever left 

together unsupervised! Older children are more compatible, but respect for the dog must be 

maintained at all times.  

 

4.2. Do’s and Don’ts for Children 

Bull Terriers can become over excited, so excitement levels must be kept down as much as possible!  

Children must be taught never to excite a dog too much. Screaming, yelling and rough play must be 

discouraged at all times around any dog! 
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• Children should understand never to poke at or tease a dog, and not to push a dog beyond his 

limits. Any dog that is teased or pushed too hard to do something he doesn't want to do; he will 

snap or bite. 

• It is never okay for a child to be pulling a dog’s tail or ears. Or to slap them, jump on them and 

try to ride them.  

• The same goes for trying to hug or kiss a dog. Just don’t! A dog will let you know when they 

are comfortable to receive affection from you by either leaning on you, licking you or lying 

down in your presence. 

• Never chase a dog that is walking or running away. Even turning away, or turning its head 

away, or shows any other signs that it does not want to interact, it should be given its space. 

The child is to leave the dog alone and it is to be explained to the child why the dog does not 

want to interact. 

• Never disturb any dog while they are eating. Never attempt to take the dogs food too while it 

is eating. 

• Never disturb a sleeping dog. Always call the dog and let it know you are approaching.  

• The same goes for letting your dog sleep with smaller children on their beds. The child might 

have a nightmare, and the dog might get startled and react badly to the child. Discourage this 

until you are 100% sure the dog will not react. 

• Remember just because the tail is wagging, does not mean the dog is friendly. 

• Teach children basic signs that a dog is unhappy and may become reactive, such as yawning, 

lip licking, whites of eyes showing, avoiding, growling or lip raised, head low and tail between 

legs, hair raised behind neck etc. 

• If a dog is injured do not touch or try and help it child to get an adult to assist. Even family dogs 

have been known to bite in a situation where they have been injured. 

• Children should participate in the daily care such as feeding and watering, and allow them to 

come with you to take the dog for a walk. 
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5. Bull Terriers and Cats (Other Animals) 

 

5.1. Introduction 

Are Bull Terriers compatible with cats and other animals? Can they peacefully co-exist?  

Yes and No. Not the answer you were hoping for. Unfortunately, this is a very grey area. 

 

Unfortunately, many of the Terrier breeds were bred for their aggression toward other animals 

including dogs. Bull Terriers specifically, were originally bred to hunt and kill vermin, and they 

naturally possess a prey drive. If one sees a cat, or a small animal, this predatory instinct (prey drive) 

might kick in. They might also be sparked off by a smaller animal that runs off suddenly and quickly. 

They will tend to chase these smaller animals and naturally shake them once they are caught. In many 

cases it is this sinking of the teeth and shaking that ends up killing the other animal. A simple game 

for the Bull Terrier, can be fatal for a cat or a smaller animal. 

 

Cohabitation with cats (or other animals) can prove to be very difficult for this breed. However, it is 

possible! Socialization from a young puppy age is the key here. If well socialised from a very young 

age, the Bull Terrier can befriend any cat or other animals. Ongoing training and supervision may be 

required for a Bull Terrier and cats (or other animals) to co-exist in the same house.  

 

However, it will always retain a slight aggressive quality. Cohabitation can often also cause many 

problems, since this breed can be quite exclusive in nature and naturally likes to be the centre of 

attention. Even if a Bull Terrier manages to get on well with the cat it lives with, it may still hunt other 

cats that it would see as prey. 

 

Bull Terriers are definitely better with dogs more their own size and from a different, more relaxed 

breed, like Labrador or golden retrievers, pointers, border collies or larger spaniels. Smaller toy dogs 

will not make good play mates. They are too small and the Bull Terrier will either give chase, like with 

the cat, or may end up hurting the smaller dog, due to the Bull Terrier’s personality.  

 

5.2. Adora-Bull Rescues and Cats 

Unfortunately, half of the Bull Terriers we get in rescue were surrendered to Adora-Bull due to not 

being properly socialized at a young age, which led to an incident with a cat or smaller breed dogs. In 

many of these unfortunate incidents, the smaller animal was killed.  

 

All of a sudden, a Bull Terrier that has been in the same home for years (and that has never shown 

any aggression to a human) has to go because the owners (all of a sudden) fear for their lives with a 

killer dog around. The Bull Terrier then has to pay for the owner’s short sightedness, lack of proper 

breed knowledge and setting the dog up to fail. These Bull Terriers go on to thrive in ONLY dog homes 

(with no cats), and become the most loved and loyal companions for homes that accept and understand 

their limits. 

 



      

 

 

Page 20 of 38 

  

We want to take this opportunity to introduce you to Cluedo. Cluedo was adopted from Adora-Bull in 

the early years of the rescue. The family disclosed in the application to adopt that they had cats, but 

assured Adora-Bull Rescue that the cats would be kept separate. A few weeks after the adoption, 

Adora-Bull Rescue called to follow up on how Cluedo was settling in. We were then informed that 

Cluedo had hurt (not killed), one of the cats, and was subsequently put to sleep by his adopters! This 

was the worst news anyone in rescue could receive, and this gruesome fate for Cluedo could have 

been prevented by merely returning him to us after the unfortunate incident. It was unnecessary for 

him to lose his life!  

 

 Cluedo with Dania Skone at Adora-Bull 

 

This incident was the catalyst for the strict adoption contracts we have in place with our adopted 

families. In memory of Cluedo, our Cluedo Outreach program was born. 

 

5.3. In Summary 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue will NEVER knowingly put a cat or another animal in harm’s way when 

we rehome a Bull Terrier.  

 

Our official policy is to not go forward with an adoption, should there be a chance that a cat or another 

animal could get hurt. So please understand where we are coming from when we say “No”, and 

respect the fact that we are looking out for ALL animals, and not just trying to find a quick home for a 

rescue Bull Terrier. 
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6. Adopting a Bull Terrier from Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation 

 

6.1. Introduction 

All dogs should be handled with love and respect. Rescue Bull Terriers with even more love! We 

firmly believe that you don’t get the dog you want, but you get the dog you need. Every rescue Bull 

Terrier, chooses their new family, not the other way around! 

 

We at Adora-Bull are passionate about our Bull Terriers, and finding them the right forever homes 

are on the top of our priority list. When we rescue, rehome or take a Bull Terrier into our care, they 

become part of the rescue family. Our adoption process is strict as we strive to find a perfect home, 

not just a home. 

 

It might happen fast in some cases, and it might take some time in others! We have had cases where 

it took a week from applying to adopting and in other cases it took several months to find the right fit. 

We also do not put a “hold” on a Bull Terrier. If an application isn’t complete, is delayed or is not 

received in due time, we cannot in good conscience keep a Bull Terrier back from another good home. 

 

Although all Adora-Bull dogs are sterilized, we require that your current pets be sterilized before 

placing a dog in your home (unless medical proof can be given to the contrary). Sterilization has many 

benefits, including improving the health of your animals, reducing undesirable behaviours, and 

preventing unwanted animals. 

 

We rarely get puppies. Everyone wants a cute puppy, but most Bull Terriers end up in rescue around 

6 months old, when they become too boisterous, and the owners do not want to put in some effort and 

work. If you are looking for a puppy, we will place you on a waiting list, which still does not guarantee 

you will get one, as the waiting list keeps growing. So please keep your options open, and consider 

an older Bull Terrier in need. 

 

Although we do prefer to re-home our Bull Terriers within the Gauteng region, which makes it easier 

for follow-up visits and assisting with any teething problems that could occur, we do consider other 

provinces. We have rehomed Bull Terriers as far as Cape Town, Upington and Durban. When it is an 

only dog home, arrangements can be made to transport the dog to you. But in the event that you have 

existing pets, and want to adopt a social dog, kindly note that because of limited resources and 

finances, all meets and greets will have to be done in Gauteng, or wherever the dog that is available 

for adoption finds itself, should the relevant experienced persons be available to assist. The onus 

would be on the family wishing to adopt to make themselves and their pets available (within the 

province and premises in which the dog up for adoption is currently), for meets and greets. 

 

This cannot be stressed enough- WE ARE NOT IN THE SECURITY BUSINESS! Adora-Bull dogs are 

NOT security dogs, nor will we home a Bull Terrier if we get the idea that they are only looking for a 

security dog! If one cannot love a dog like a family member, then do not get one for the dogs only know 

how to look at you as a pack member, which is family to them, which they in turn will protect. 
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Rescuing is a process. And patience is key here. If someone cannot have patience with the process, 

then how will they have patience with a Bull Terrier trying to find their feet in a new home and 

environment? Surely in that case they should not have a dog or a Bull Terrier for that matter.  

 

Adora-Bull team members are volunteers. We do not receive any financial or other gain from rescue. 

We do this for the love of the Bull Terrier breed! Not because we have to, but because they are our 

passion. Working with a rescue is hard work, physically and emotionally. We have our own full-time 

jobs and our own families that we take time away from to try and assist as quickly as possible. 

Therefore, we kindly ask people to have some understanding and patience. During the adoption 

process we are available at all times for advice, tips, guidance or reassurance.  

 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; THEY HAVE THE HEART! 

 

By adopting a Bull Terrier from Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation, you will become part 

of a huge support network and the Bull Terrier family. 

 

6.2. A Word of Warning from Dania Skone 

Wanting to adopt, and give a Bull Terrier a life it deserves, is a noble thought and act. But wanting to 

do something this selfless, and carrying it through to the end, are 2 different things. The reality is, 

adopting is a major step you are taking. You are inviting a stranger into your home. There are going 

to be growing pains. There are going to be trying times. You will be tested as a person.  

 

But that all said, it is incomprehensible to take a Bull Terrier home and bring them back after 3 weeks 

because the Bull Terrier is just not right for you or too much work. Doing this says more about you 

and your failings as a person, then it does about the Bull Terrier. Can you imagine what the Bull 

Terrier you discard will go through emotionally? Being put in a kennel, being taken out and given a 

glimpse of a home and life, and then having it ripped away again and placed back in a kennel. Please 

make sure you are 110% committed to seeing this through. We will be there alongside to help you 

through this. But please be sure!!!! 

 

If after going through this document you feel that a rescue Bull Terrier is not for you, and you decide 

to go the route of buying a puppy from a breeder, please make sure to look for ethical breeders that: 

• Registered 

• Only breed on orders after screening homes 

• Only have 1 litter at a time 

• Raise the puppies inside 

• Do early Canine Neurostimulation. 

• Test for common genetic disorders for the Bull Terrier breed 

• Don’t breed their dogs too young 

• Don't sell two pups from same litter  

• Take their Bull Terriers back if there are any problems 

• Make sure that the puppies are vaccinated at the correct intervals 
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Puppies from “backyard breeders” usually totally lack the genetics, temperament, and early-life 

development that would make a purebred puppy worth the cost. PLEASE, do NOT support backyard 

breeders (any breeder that does not adhere to the above-mentioned guidelines)! 

 

Our adoption rules and regulations are there for a reason.  

PLEASE FOLLOW THEM FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR ADOPTED BULL TERRIER!  

 

I want to take this opportunity to introduce you to Pepper. Pepper was adopted from us by a loving 

family. Pepper was stolen from her home when the family left her alone in the front yard for 5 minutes. 

They searched for 2 months, finally tracking Pepper down in a dog fighting ring. They got her back, 

but unfortunately Pepper succumbed to her wounds only 2 days later. 

 

Pepper, 

Before     After – found in a dog fighting ring 

      
This is the reality of what happens to any dog that gets stolen. Please make sure you protect your fur-

child from a fate worse than death 

 

Lastly, take note that we are in the animal rescue business, NOT in the customer service/consumer 

satisfaction business. We are here to keep our dogs happy and loved. You will always get honesty and 

straight talk from us. 

 

The next section detailing the adoption process will show you how thorough we are when placing a 

Bull Terrier in a home.  
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7. The Adoption Process 

There are generally 6 steps in the adoption process: 

 

7.1. STEP 1 – Making up your Mind to Rescue 

The adoption process starts with making up your mind to rescue. By rescuing a Bull Terrier, you are 

making a commitment to that dog to give it a better life than what it had. You are also committing to 

accepting the rescue Bull Terrier’s flaws, to love it and to work with it no matter what. 

 

Take note once again, this cannot be stressed enough- WE ARE NOT IN THE SECURITY BUSINESS!  

 

Adora-Bull dogs are NOT security dogs, nor will we home a Bull Terrier with you if we get the idea 

that you are only looking for a security dog! If you can’t love a dog like a family member, then don’t get 

one for they only know how to look at you as a pack member, which is family to them, which they in 

turn will protect. 

 

Social media has helped a lot to get the plight of rescue dogs out there, and it is a perfect way to 

network dogs for homes. One thing that happens quite often, is that people will see pictures of a dog 

online, and immediately fall in love. But just because you see a picture-perfect dog, it does not mean 

it is the right fit for you or your family. The dog you may have your heart set on, might not be the right 

one for you, but there is always a perfect match. Meet as many dogs as possible. In most cases where 

we have had families come to our kennels to meet a specific Bull Terrier they saw online, they ended 

up adopting a totally different Bull Terrier.  

 

Always keep an open mind. If you are not willing to consider other options, or are not open to other 

suggestions, you seriously need to rethink wanting to rescue. 

 

There is no love like that of a second chance at it if you are an only dog home, looking at offering a dog 

who has been in kennels a long time a spot in your life.  

 

7.2. STEP 2 – The Application  

Secondly comes the application process. Important things to remember when applying to adopt a Bull 

Terrier, is always to be forthright and honest with information and to complete all documentation to 

the best of your ability. 

 

Before you start with the adoption application, kindly take note that for the safety of our dogs, we 

require them to sleep indoors or in a secure area at the back of the premises at night.  

 

We only home our dogs to homes where all other existing pets are sterilized. Only exceptional 

circumstances will be considered to the contrary. Adora-Bull reserves the right to turn down any 

home where the existing animals are not sterilized, as we are pro-life and do not condone breeding 

of any kind. Sterilization has many benefits, including improving the health of your animals, reducing 

undesirable behaviours, and preventing unwanted animals. 
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Applicants must be willing and able to spend the relevant time and money to provide the required 

medical treatment, training and care of their adopted dog. 

 

Mention any crime or poisoning incidents on your property and how you have tried to curb any such 

things and keep your animals safe. 

 

Mention all animals even when not a dog. Some dogs don't like cats, birds or horses.  

 

Share any other significant information about your current pets or circumstances. Only when we are 

given honest and upfront information can we make educated decisions to match you and your family 

with the right Bull Terrier. 

 

It’s very important to realize that we have the right to decline an adoption if we feel the overall 

application does not meet the Bull Terrier/Adora-Bull Rescue criteria. 

 

Most important, be gracious and accept the decision of the organisation. If you're not happy ask what 

you can do to change things. We are all human and the rescue will never judge if all avenues have 

been used to attempt to find a happy medium. 

 

7.3. STEP 3 – Home Check 

Thirdly comes the home check. After evaluating your application, a decision is then made to send it 

on to one of the Adora-Bull reps to schedule a home check. We will try to get the home check done as 

quickly as possible, but please allow approximately 2 weeks for this to happen. Two weeks may seem 

like a long time to a person waiting for a response from a rescue, but it's actually not at all. Most of the 

team at Adora-Bull are extremely busy tending to all the bullies in our care on a daily basis. Patiently 

check in now and again if your request has not been answered. Leave all your correct details and 

await feedback.  

 

You will have to agree to a full property check. Our volunteer will take you through each step and 

highlight the importance of this property/home check. Nothing is more important to us than the safety 

and security of our dogs. Bull Terriers are a power breed, and therefore are prone to getting stolen 

and used in dog fighting rings. Make no mistake, dog fighting syndicates in South-Africa are real and 

operate in all areas and suburbs, even the most prominent, wealthiest areas.  

 

It doesn’t matter how loving you are and what a great life you can offer the Bull Terrier, if your walls 

and fencing are not up to scratch, we will not give you a Adora-Bull dog. For a house in a security 

complex behind boomed gates, a 6ft wall will do. But for a normal street access house, we require a 

split property with the dog kept at the back, behind 2 sets of walls or fences. Please note that we 

consider walls and palisades as viable fences, not normal wire mesh fences.  

 

Because dogs are getting stolen for fighting clubs, or poisoned in break-ins on a daily basis, we also 

expect our Bull Terriers to sleep inside the house, or at the back of a split property, in a secure, warm 
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and cosy kennel, with no way to be reached. It is also a proven fact that dogs sleeping inside, have a 

better chance of protecting and alerting you to any imminent danger.  

 

Once the home check is finalised and feedback given by the rep to our homing team, you will then be 

notified whether the application was successful or turned down. We will always give feedback, and 

give you the opportunity to change what is needed. Again, be gracious and accept the decision of the 

organisation. If you're not happy ask what you can do to change things. We are all human and the 

rescue will never judge if all avenues have been used to attempt to find a happy medium. We have 

had several cases where we have made suggestions to applicants on what they need to change, and 

they have done so because of their commitment to rescue. Others have opted not to go further and 

the process has ended there, amicably! 

 

7.4. STEP 4 – Analysing the Information 

A successful home check means we can move to the next step in the process, which is done by the 

Adora-Bull homing team. Considering all the provided information we were given; we analyse your 

application in order to make a decision on the best fit for your family. We take this responsibility very 

seriously. All the Bull Terriers in our care have been vetted by our behaviourists. It is extremely 

important for us to place the right Bull Terrier with the right family as we also do not want the Bull 

Terrier to come back to the kennels. This can be damaging to their spirit and mental health.  

 

If you are a home with no existing pets, or planning on being an only dog home, it makes the process 

so much easier. We generally then invite you to our kennels to meet our Bull Terriers. This will allow 

you time to see who you bond with and which Bull Terrier bonds with you. 

 

The adoption process from there on happens quite quickly. We will guide you through every step of 

the way with regards to which Bull Terrier might be a good fit for you and your family. 

 

If you are a multi pet home, there are many other factors we consider when placing a Bull Terrier. 

These factors include the family size, their needs, energy levels, life style, environment, children, 

existing pets and their socialisation etc. We will then put suitable Bull Terriers forward, and arrange 

a meet and greet with your own pets.  

 

Take note that this process may take some time as we might not always have the right Bull Terrier 

at that specific time that suits your family and current pets’ needs . This is where communication and 

patience are again very important. 

 

7.5. STEP 5 – Meet and Greet Process 

The second last significant step is the meet and greet opportunity. We usually do a meet and greet on 

a Saturday at the start of the weekend. It is important that the Bull Terrier has time to settle in with 

the family before they leave the house on the Monday. It is also very important that the Bull Terrier 

has a calm environment for the weekend to adjust to the major change in its life.  
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If the meet and greet was successful, please ensure that only your direct family is present and no 

additional people. What to expect and do when you get a rescue Bull Terrier is covered in the 

accompanying document “I got a Adora- Bull Rescue, Now What?” 

 

We will always do a meet and greet on neutral grounds to start off. Where possible, two Adora-Bull 

reps will handle the dogs while you as the owner will stay on the side line and watch. If you need to 

help, the Adora-Bull rep will explain the process, and what you need to do. It is vitally important to stay 

calm and focused at all times. The Bull Terrier will sense if you are nervous and will react to your 

emotional state.  

 

Meet and greets can in some cases take a few hours, so please make sure you have enough time 

available with no other plans. Once the Adora-Bull rep is convinced that it is going well and there is 

potential that the dogs will get along, the meet and greet will then move to the property to assess the 

dogs at home. Pending how they react at home, and around the family, the rep will then make a 

decision.  

 

If the Adora-Bull rep observes any warning signs, or has any doubt that there might be issues, they 

will rather suggest another meet and greet, or suggest another dog altogether. But you will be kept in 

the loop and communicated with. 

 

We have had meet and greets which have been successful in the first five minutes of the dogs 

meeting. We have also then had multiple meet and greets with different dogs which have not panned 

out. Please bear with us and have patience with the process. Also listen to our Adora-Bull reps as we 

will always be open and honest with you on what needs to happen, or needs to be done. Please do not 

get disheartened if a meet and greet did not go as you expected. You have to take into consideration 

that not all dogs will get along, pretty much like people, you will meet some people you like, and some 

people you’ll want to stay away from. 

 

7.6. STEP 6 – The Contract and There-after 

If all went well, and all parties and the dogs are happy, a contract will then be signed by Adora-Bull 

and you as adopter. The contract is there to protect the Bull Terrier in question, and states that the 

relevant adopted Bull Terrier will remain the charge of the rescue for their lives. This is to protect 

the Bull Terrier from any unforeseen circumstances where he/she can no longer be looked after or 

in cases of death, divorce, etc. The contract will be sent to you before the meet and greet, to read and 

go through. 

 

We at Adora-Bull build a relationship with our adopters. We do not disappear after placing a dog. You 

become part of the Adora-Bull family. Your triumphs with your Bull Terrier as a family is our joy and 

driving force. Please stay in touch with the rescue organisation. We appreciate monthly feedback and 

renewed pics so that we can continue to share your happy stories with our supporters. 
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Same goes for any issues encountered. We are here to help and guide you as best as we possibly can. 

Where we do not have the expertise to help, we will point you in the direction of qualified 

behaviourists who can help. As mentioned, once you’ve adopted one of the rescue Bull Terriers you 

become part of a huge network and Bull Terrier family.  

 

7.7. Adoption Fee 

Lastly to cover the Adoption Fee. We do not have a set adoption fee and the amount may vary from 

person to person, but we prefer to discuss this detail in confidence with our new adoptive owners. 

Under no circumstances will a Bull Terrier leave the rescue without being sterilised, micro chipped 

and vaccinated. All at cost to the rescue. With regards to funding, we rely solely on the generosity and 

goodwill from members of the public, who are as passionate about the Bull Terrier breed as we who 

rescue them and fight for their right to life, and to give them the second chance they deserve, for 

funding.  

 

7.8. Banking Details 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue 

Nedbank, Current account 

Account: 1110947801 

Branch: Clearwater 18250500 

Ref: Rescue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 

 

Page 29 of 38 

  

8. The Present Situation at Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation 

 

8.1. Our Kennels 

Our kennels are situated on a plot on the outskirts of Vereeniging. Never in a million years did we 

think we were going to make it this far from our humble beginnings renting space on a farm and 

various other boarding kennels, but we did.  

 

Our new property and kennels are our pride and joy. We currently have 50 grass kennels, 3 exercise 

runs with a fully equipped training area, a quarantine area for the very ill, a mum & pups’ room, and 

enough space and buildings to still do a lot of expanding.  The possibilities are endless to help our 

breed as we can now secure a bigger and better future for the rescue.  

 

We have moved all our Bull Terriers to one central location, where Dania Skone and our kennel staff 

reside full time, to tend to the dogs’ needs 24/7. Finally, we also know our Bull Terriers are safe as we 

cannot be asked to leave. 

 

April 2018. Moving in day 
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May 2018. Start of building our kennels 

    

   

  
 

October 2018. Almost completed….. 
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January 2019. Starting to feel like Home….. 

    

    
 

April 2020. Home is where the heart is, and still growing….. 
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8.2. Our Capacity as a Rescue 

Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation is responsible for 50 to 70 Bull Terriers at any given 

time. These are in our direct, and indirect care. In addition to our own kennels in Vereeniging, there 

are more Bull Terriers in boarding kennels across Gauteng, waiting to be moved to us. This all comes 

at an additional cost to the rescue.   

 

At the moment we have a waiting list of Bull Terriers that need to join us in Vereeniging. There are 

also about 30 Bull Terriers that are not in our care but that need to be rehomed for various reasons. 

We also keep an eye on Bull Terriers handed into kill shelters, and do our utmost best to move them 

into a safe home before they have reached their time limit in the kill shelter.  

 

Unfortunately, the situation for many animals and their safety are progressively declining. There are 

more dogs in need than what our capacity allows us to assist. Although presently a daily challenge, 

these unfavourable odds have not stopped us. Adora-Bull rehoming team (that basically consists of 4 

people), have achieved the impossible.  

We have successfully rehomed 186 Bull Terriers in the last 18 months.  

 

8.3. Support and Income 

The use of social media assists us with tremendous exposure and currently we stand on a following 

of almost 40,000 supporters on Facebook, which grows every day. We also are very active on twitter 

and Instagram.  

 
 

Beyond the food and maintenance cost for the Bull Terriers, our biggest expense remains the vet 

fees. The average vet fee per month for approximately 50 dogs is R35 000. In order to cover these 

expenses. For instance, recently one of the Bull Terriers in our care, wrapped up an 11,000 Rands 

vet bill in just one week!   

 

In order to cover these expenses, we rely on the goodwill from our supporters and the public for 

donations.  We are incredibly humbled by the amount of support we get, even receiving 
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international donations from our followers abroad. This is however, not our only avenue of income. 

We have a strong and dedicated fundraising team, responsible for at least 30% of the rescue’s 

income.   

 

Below are a couple of events and projects that have raised significant income for the rescue: 

• Adora-Bull has one of the most successful sponsorship programs in animal welfare, which 

was established in 2015, and has been growing at an exponential rate for the last 5 years. All 

our dogs have at least two or more sponsors, who commit to an amount of R 250 per dog, per 

month, over a period of 6 or 12 months.  

• During 2018 we introduced a virtual adoption program to our supporters. Within a month all 

our dogs were virtually adopted by individuals paying an “adoption” fee of R 500. The 

program is still very popular and we ensure that during special holidays our virtual 

adopters receive e-cards from the Bull Terriers with a special personal message. Our virtual 

adopters have become so invested in this program that they have started to physically take 

care of these Bull Terriers monthly by sending parcels or dropping of parcels for them. 

• The Adora-Bull calendar has had a successfully run for the 5th consecutive year with record 

sales the last 3 years running. 

   

 
 

• We have a dedicated team of cyclist participating in the 94.7 cycle challenge each year, and 

for the last 4 years. The 94.7 is not only earmarked as the biggest event on the Adora-Bull 



      

 

 

Page 34 of 38 

  

calendar, it’s also one of the most popular. We even had a team of cyclist who created their 

own 94.7 event in Cape Town to secure funding for Adora-Bull. 

• 2019 also saw Adora-Bull partake in the 100 Cycle Challenge 

  
 

• As of 2016 Adora-Bull started hosting fundraisers once a month. Some events were more 

successful than others.  

• And 2018 brought a first for us, as we partook in the 2018 RED BULL Cart Race in Sandton. 

• We are proud owners of an Adora-Bull stall and try to attend as many events and markets as 

time allows. With ambassador Bull Terriers joining for the day, we are able to promote the 

breed as well as the rescue.  

The very 1st stall 2015   Our Adora-Bull stall 2017 
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• We’ve have had a stand at WODAC which is one of the biggest animal affairs in Gauteng. 

  

 
 

 

Lastly, we want our property to become self-sustaining in the next 2 years. In order to do this, and 

make money from this venture, we are planning to do the following: 

• Rent out the horse stables to equestrians; 

• Open our own boarding kennels for the public to make use of; 

• Initiate dog training courses in our training areas; 

• Perform consultations with people who bring their dogs to us with behaviour/training 

problems. 

• Hold adoption days and host fundraising events on our own premises. This would not only 

be beneficial for ourselves, but our fellow rescues as well. 
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9. In Conclusion 

In 2013, Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation started off with a mere R2 000 in the bank, 

and a few kennels. Many did not know the rescue existed. Today after 8 years, we are operating as 

a fully functional organisation. We have established and maintained kennels, are known to many 

and continue to grow in the number of dedicated supporters. 

 

We are a small committed team in comparison with other animal shelters, but similar to our Bull 

Terriers, we never back down from a challenge! We are tenacious and demand attention. Our 

hearts are big and we will sacrifice anything, and go to the depths of hell to help. To all of us, this 

organization is our heartbeat! It has incorporated itself as part of our souls in our day-to-day 

existence. 

 

Thank you for your time and kind consideration 

Dania Skone          
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10. Disclaimer to Sign 

 

 

I,                                                                                         , hereby confirm that I have read and fully 

understand the information provided in this document before starting the application process. 

Please initial every page of this document. 

 

 

Signature:  

Date: 

 


